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The Art Dept is pleased to present Future Primitive: New Work by Joe Boruchow.  
 
This exhibition is comprised of 14 original black paper cutouts. In his recent work, 
Boruchow’s intricate cuts call on the 1994 essay Future Primitive by John Zerzan, 
which asserts that superiority of hunter-gatherer society and rejects the idea of time 
and technology as scientific realities. Boruchow’s work is derived from the 
prehistoric technique of stenciling. He uses it to comment on our past and present 
relationships with technology, voyeurism, art, and the body, thereby questioning our 
cultural future.  
 
Joe Boruchow’s uncommissioned public art can be seen around Philadelphia. Past 
gallery exhibitions include: Cut Creator, Salon 1522, Shape Shifting, The Bean Café,, 
Four Corners: Design from Philly Surrounds, Commonplacing, Napoleon Gallery, 
Hive/Cave, Pageant: Soloveev Gallery. He is currently a commissioned artist for the 
City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program. 
 
Boruchow lives and works in Philadelphia. 
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The Art Dept is a gallery and workshop space dedicated to the idea that the 
creation of good art is dependent on inspiration, creativity, and support. It was 
founded in 2013 by two friends, photographer Emily Carris and textile designer Kitt 
Fraser, who were inspired by their high school art department, where they spent 
many productive, caffeine fueled hours together developing their skills as visual 
artists. The building was a hive of learning, passion, support, and inspiration. It 
instilled in them an enduring love of the arts that became not only the basis for their 
careers but a lifelong mission to make art engaging and accessible.  

Photographer, Emily Carris has a BA in Education and Photography from Eugene 
Lang College in New York. She holds a Master's degree in photography from UCA 
in Kent, England. She has exhibited internationally and has spent the last 4 years as 
a photography teacher and museum educator at the International Center of 
Photography in New York.  

Textile Designer, Kitt Fraser has a BFA in Craft and Fibers from University of the 
Arts in Philadelphia. She has taught weaving, fabric printing, sewing, and surface 
design. She is currently pursuing her Master's in Textile Design from Philadelphia 
University. 

 

For further information, please contact the gallery info@artdeptpa.com or at 215-739-4146. 


